The RAMP

Name ________________

1) Go to the phet web site and start The Ramp simulation.

2) Play with the simulation until you feel comfortable with all the buttons and graphs.

3) Explain what happens to the thermal energy when you increase the coefficient on friction. (Find the slider in the More Features tab.)

4) Why is the kinetic energy always zero when you stop the simulation?  When is the kinetic energy a positive number? (Replay your simulation and just watch the numbers.)

5) What was the potential Energy at the beginning of the action?  Did it ever get greater? How did you increase the potential energy?

6) How do the graphs for the kinetic energy and the potential energy compare?

